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Whenever I meet children in Matsushima they ask me if I know
their English teacher, Brian-sensei. However, I'm not sure adults
in Matsushima know Brian, so I decided to interview him for this
column.

Roger = [R] Brian= [B]

[R] Hi Brian, can you tell me about where you grew up in America?
[B] I came from a small town of only 3000 people in Kansas.
Matsushima feels strikingly similar. Back in Kansas it's rude if go
into a shop, like the little ones in Takagi, and don't stop to chat for at
least 10 minutes.

MENEEIRE

[R] How did you come to Japan?

[B] In 2011 I graduated with a degree in Asian Language and
Literature and Theater. I got a teaching job in Japan and my
employer asked if I would be willing to move to Ishinomaki. This
was right after the earthquake and tsunami. I said yes because I
wanted to help the people of Ishinomaki. I later found out that I was
replacing the American teacher who died. It was difficult for the
students to have to change a teacher they really liked and I was a
reminder that their teacher was gone.

[R] What do you think of Matsushima?

[B] After living in a city, I wanted to get away from the smells
and the noise. I met my wife Ryoko when I lived in Ishinomaki. We
moved to Matsushima in 2014 to a place where you can still see
mountains and fields. We just had our first child recently.

[R] What's it like to work in Matsushima as an English teacher?

[B] The children are very well-behaved which reflects the good
manners of their parents.Teaching language is different from other
subjects. The ability to naturally acquire language starts to decline
after age 7, so starting early is important. I think class time is best
for communicating where there is no time to look up words. When
studying at home, students can take their time practicing reading
and writing.

[R] What do you think success could look like?

[B] I want my students to become confident in their English ability.
Then if they stay and work in Matsushima, they won't have trouble
communicating with foreign tourists. I think this would send a
message that Matsushima is a global town, and everyone here would
feel proud of that.

[R] To wrap up, what's one thing you want the people of
Matsushima to know about you?

[B] You can come up and talk to me. I speak Japanese well enough
to carry a conversation, so don't worry. If you want to practice
English, just use the words you know and try your best!
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